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ANALYSIS 


Ablue 


wave 
may be 
forming 
in West 


Departure of Issa 

and Royce suggests 
Democrats’ hopes for 
retaking Congress may 
begin in California. 


By MARK Z. BARABAK 


The announced retire- 
ment this week of two en- 
dangered Southern Califor- 
nia congressmen, Republi- 
cans Darrell Issa and Ed 
Royce, could signal some- 
thing larger. Ifa Democratic 
wave is building, the swell 
may be gathering off the Pa- 
cific Coast. 

California always stood 
at the center of this year’s 
fight for control of the 
House. Democrats, in the 
minority for most of the dec- 
ade, need 24 seats to seize 
control in November. More 
than halfa dozen oftheir top 
targets are in California, in- 
cluding the seats held by 
Issa and Royce. 

Significantly, their dis- 
tricts — filled with well-edu- 
cated suburbanites, social 
moderates, aspiring immi- 
grants and their millennial 
offspring — are the very em- 
bodiment of the year’s elec- 
tion battleground; not just 
in California, but in Arizona, 
Minnesota, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Texas and 
Washington state. 

Some may be put off by 
President Trump’s strident 
language on immigration 
and his pugilistic tweeting. 
Others stand to lose under 
the Republican tax bill, 
which limits deductions for 
mortgage interest and state 

[See Congress, A8] 


7-Eleven 
stores in 
I7 states 

targeted 
by ICE 


The raids result in 21 
arrests and send a 
message to employers. 


By MATT PEARCE 
AND ANDREA CASTILLO 


Federal immigration 
agents targeted nearly 100 7- 
Eleven stores across the na- 
tion for audits and inspec- 
tions Wednesday, including 
several locations in Los An- 
geles, as the Trump admin- 
istration ramps up work- 
place raids to punish em- 
ployers hiring people who 
are in the country illegally. 

A total of 21 people were 
arrested on suspicion of be- 
ingin the U.S. illegally as Im- 
migration and Customs En- 
forcement agents served in- 
spection notices at conven- 
ience stores in 17 states and 
the District of Columbia. 

Administration officials 
argue workplace raids will 
decrease illegal immigration 
by placing pressure on em- 
ployers with fines and pos- 
sible criminal charges. And 
to make its point Wednes- 
day, the Trump administra- 
tion drew a bull’s-eye on one 
ofthe country’s most promi- 
nent convenience store 
chains, whose outlets are 
staples of thousands of 
American neighborhoods. 

“Today’s actions send a 
strong message to U.S. busi- 
nesses that hire and employ 
an illegal workforce: ICE will 
enforce the law, and if you 
are found to be breaking the 

[See 7-Eleven, A5] 
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Photographs by WALLY SKALIJ Los Angeles Times 


FIREFIGHTER Alex Jimenez marks the location of a possible body under the mud at a house along Glen Oaks Drive in Montecito, Calif. 


Rescue efforts mount 
after deadly mudslides 


FIREFIGHTERS Mark Todd, left, John Cecena, rear, and Jeff Shea help resident Terry Connery, center, es- 
cape his home in Birnam Wood Country Club in Montecito on Wednesday, a day after mudslides hit the area. 


Scenes of devastation 


“There were houses all through here, a survivor says 


By JOE MOZINGO 


MONTECITO, Calif. — 
At East Valley Road, a deaf- 
ening growl in the dark an- 
nounced to all who stayed 
that they made the wrong 
call. A three-story wall of 
mud, rock and timber tore 
down Montecito Creek fast- 
er than any human could 
run. 


The torrent early Tues- 
day stripped the back of a 
house that sat 20 feet above 
the creek bed. Mud blasted 
through the back of a neigh- 
bor’s garage and lifted a 
Porsche, launching it 
through the garage door. 

The flood of debris grew 
as it moved, taking down 
hedges, trees, concrete walls 
and half-ton rocks, devour- 
ing house after house, their 


rafters and floor joists be- 
coming the leading edge to 
destroy the next. Cars crum- 
pled. Telephone poles 
snapped. 

“Oh my God,” Mark Bur- 
nett, a Montecito resident 
surveying the damage on his 
way to retrieve his dog, said 
Wednesday. “There were 
houses all through here.” 

All that was left on this 
stretch of East Valley was a 


displaced but intact garage, 
stuck high in an oak tree. 
The canyon floor was a slick 
ofdeep mud, thick with grav- 
el, a concrete-like slurry im- 
possible to walk in. 

At the edges of the flood, 
standing homes were half 
filled with muck, windows 
smashed, doors blown open. 
The mud line on some was 
near the eaves. 

[See Devastation, A1] 


Chinese turning to U.S. doctors 


Distrust is pushing 
patients to get second 
opinions online. 


By JESSICA MEYERS 


KUNMING, China — The 
doctor told Renee Gao’s par- 
ents that the tumor in their 
teenager’s chest wasn’t dis- 
appearing. The girl would 
need a costly operation that 
could leave her sterile — if 
she survived. 


Then he ushered them 
out. 

Gao Jiang and Yu Wen- 
mei had dragged their ailing 
daughter across this capital 
city of the southern province 
of Yunnan, then north to the 
best cancer hospitals in 
Sichuan and Beijing. The 
family stood in hours-long 
lines and called in favors 
from colleagues at Gao’s life 
insurance company to speed 
up the wait. But no one 
would tell them why the cure 
for their 16-year-old’s lym- 
phoma might threaten her 


life. 

“I felt hopeless,” 
said. 

So at a colleague’s sug- 
gestion, he turned to a 
Shanghai start-up called 
MediStar Health that 
paired cancer patients with 
foreign doctors via telecon- 
ference. They consulted with 
three American physicians, 
who recommended chemo- 
therapy treatments instead. 
Two years later, Renee is in 
remission and preparing for 
college in Australia. 

China provides 


Gao 


basic 


healthcare coverage to 
nearly allits 1.4 billion people 
and has spent almost a dec- 
ade trying to upgrade serv- 
ices. But many Chinese con- 
tinue to harbor deep dis- 
trust in an overstretched, 
underfunded healthcare 
system. 

“Doctorsin China are like 
machines,” said Gao, 
perched on the couch of his 
Kunming apartment. “If 
yov’re cured, it’s your luck. If 
you die, it’s your fate.” 

Such attitudes have 

[See China, A4] 


With at least 17 dead 
and hundreds trapped, 
crews search from the 
air and dig through a 
deluge of debris. 


By BRITTNY MEJIA, 
MELISSA ETEHAD 
AND JAMES QUEALLY 


MONTECITO, Calif. — 
Teams of rescuers waded 
through hillsides blanketed 
by mud and debris looking 
for victims of mudflows that 
killed at least 17 people as 
the full scope of California’s 
deadliest flooding event in 
several decades came into 
grim focus. 

As firefighters dug 
through battered homes, 
helicopters searched from 
the sky for survivors who 
might be trapped behind 
roads made impassable by 
downed power lines and 
waist-high muck. In the 
Romero Canyon area above 
Montecito, scores have been 
marooned since Tuesday 
morning. 

As of Wednesday after- 
noon, 17 people remained 
missing. Officials fear the 
death toll could rise because 
firefighters have not yet 
been able to access some 
areas in the path of the de- 
bris flows. Intense rain 
Tuesday morning pounded 
steep terrain burned by the 
Thomas fire just weeks earli- 
er, unearthing a wall of mud, 
rocks and debris that raced 
down creek beds so quickly 
that residents didn’t have 
time to get out ofharm’s way. 
Though no victims have 
been formally identified, the 
dead include some children. 

The deluge destroyed at 
least 100 single-family homes 
and damaged another 300 
residences. An additional 
eight commercial properties 
had been wiped out as the 

[See Mudslides, A10] 


State spending 
hangs on fees 
being challenged 


Gov. Jerry Brown 
downplays the idea 
that voters in Novem- 
ber might repeal 
levies that the pro- 
posed budget counts 
on for $4.6 billion to 
fix roads and bridges. 
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